
AP U.S. Government and Politics 
Hood River Valley High School 

 

Contact Information 

Eric Keller 

eric.keller@hoodriver.k12.or.us 

Room - H-14 

541-386-4500 ext. 4628 

 

Objective 

This course is designed as a college level course that not only seeks to prepare students for the success 

on the AP Exam in May, but also provides students with the political knowledge and reasoning processes 

to participate meaningfully and thoughtfully in discussions and debates that are currently shaping 

American politics and society.  

 

AP Exam 

The AP Exam is proctored in early May and consists of 55 multiple choice questions along with four free 

response questions.  Cost is approximately $89.  Students are encouraged, but not required to take the 

exam.  

 

Units of Study 

Unit I - Foundations of American Democracy 

-Chapter 1 - Introducing Government in America 

-Chapter 2 - The Constitution 

-Chapter 3 - Federalism 

-Chapter 4 - Civil Liberties and Public Policy 

-Chapter 5 - Civil Rights and Public Policy 

 

Unit II - People and Politics 

-Chapter 6 - Public Opinion and Political Action 

-Chapter 7 - The Mass Media and the Political Agenda 

-Chapter 8 - Political Parties 

-Chapter 9 - Campaigns and Voting Behavior 

-Chapter 10 - Interest Groups 

 

Unit III - The Policy Makers 

-Chapter 11 - Congress 

-Chapter 12 - The Presidency 

-Chapter 13 - The Budget: The Politics of Taxing and Spending 

-Chapter 14 - The Federal Bureaucracy 

-Chapter 15 - The Federal Courts 
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Unit IV - Policies  

-Chapter 16 - Economic and Social Welfare Policymaking  

-Chapter 17 - Policymaking for Health Care, the Environment and Energy 

-Chapter 18 - National Security Policy Making 

 

Textbook 

Edwards George C., Wattenberg Martin P., Lineberry Robert L., Government in America  A.P. Edition, 

16th Edition , New York, Pearson Education. 2016 

 

Grading 
Test and Final Exam - 50% 
Writing Assignments/Quizzes - 50% 

Late work is given half credit and tests/quizzes must be made up within one week. 

Expectations 
The Classroom will become a positive learning environment.  Everyone will treat each other with the 
highest level of respect.  This includes communicating both verbally and nonverbally in a manner 
conducive to making an effective learning environment for each member of the classroom. 

My two specific expectations: 

Be in the classroom prepared and working when the bell rings. 

Be respectful of each person, property of others and the classroom. 
  

All phones are placed in the phone holder upon entering class and other iPads are to be used only 

during appropriate times as defined by the instructor. 

 
Missed Class Session 
It is understood that students may miss a class session.  The expectation is that the student 
reaches out to the instructor to discuss the missed content and assignments.  
 
Cheating and Plagiarism 

Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will lose all credit for that assignment and may receive 
additional consequences based on the severity of the infraction.  This includes the deliberate copying of 
the work of another students 

 


